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Students for Life
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ing up with American Majority Action  
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provided.
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partnering with 40 days for Life for a 
prayer vigil at the Planned Parenthood 
in Falls Church. PHC Students for 
Life will be there from 7 p.m. to 10 
p.m. All volunteers are welcome. Hot 
drinks and snacks will be provided.
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Classrooms across campus made space 
last Friday for highschoolers attending the 
most recent prospective students’ open 
house. 

A total of 33 students attended last 
year’s four prospective student events, but 
24 students have already attended this se-
mester’s open house.

The open house was the first of three 
events to be hosted by the Office of Admis-
sions this fall to welcome high school stu-
dents interested in applying to PHC. The 
open house introduces visitors to both the 
academic and community life at PHC.

“I was never able to attend an event like 
the Open House before I came to PHC, 
but I wish I had,” said Caleb Loomis, a 
second-year student ambassador.

The Admissions Office reports that the 
recruitment season is off to a good start. 

The college has already received over 20 
applications; last year at this time, it had 
received only a handful. Three students 
have already been accepted and have 
placed a confirmation deposit. Last year at 
this time there were none.

The process of recruiting new PHC ap-
plicants involves more than guiding tours 
and greeting guests. The Office of Admis-
sions currently has four admissions coun-
selors who spend the academic year meet-
ing students across the country, planning 
events, and reviewing applications.

Admissions counselor Aaron Kamak-
awiwoole said the main jobs of the Office 
of Admissions are marketing and customer 
service.

“We answer everything from financial 
aid questions, to housing questions, to 
‘Can I keep my pet snake in my dorm?’ 
questions,” Kamakawiwoole said.

In September and October, admissions 

counselors travel to college fairs and con-
ventions all over the United States to in-
troduce students to PHC and meet poten-
tial applicants face to face. 

Prospective student events in Octo-
ber and November bring many of these 
students to campus for the first time. In 
December, counselors begin reviewing ap-
plications for the fall semester. 

They travel again in January and pre-
pare for more introductory events in the 
spring semester, culminating with Admit-
ted Students’ Day in April. 

“We live for August 14, after all the en-
rolled students are on campus and before 
the next recruitment season starts,” Ka-
makawiwoole said. 

“Not everything happens between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
There’s a lot of work behind the scenes 
that no one sees,” he said.

The final two open house events of fall 
2012 will be held on October 26 and No-
vember 16.

Patrick Henry College students will be 
deployed across the country on Nov. 2 to 
campaign for crucial conservative candi-
dates. The students will be leading over 
1,000 highschoolers from the Genera-
tion Joshua program in sign waving, door 
knocking and phone banking in states 
from Colorado to Virginia.

In chapel this Wednesday, Joel Grewe, 
Director of Generation Joshua, announced 

that the SAT teams are in need of 20 to 40 
more leaders. He will be offering $250 and 
a drawing entry for 50 tablet computers.

According to Jeremiah Lorrig, Deputy 
Director of the HSLDA Political Action 
Committee, SATs are important because 
“you can’t learn leadership in a classroom,” 
he said.

Lorrig led a 2011 SAT team that put 
Bryce Reeves in the Virginia Senate by 
merely 288 votes. They had only 20 stu-
dents working on the campaign, but they 

made about 30,000 voter contacts. 
This year the Generation Joshua pro-

gram has close to 10,000 members across 
the United States.

“A lot of people are realizing that the 
stakes are really high,” Lorrig said. The 
SAT program deployed 800 volunteers in 
2008 and 824 in 2010. 

This year Lorrig anticipates deploying 
1,300 students.

Though former Generation Joshua stu-
dents, involved in their leadership corps, 
could also lead the teams, Lorrig said he’s 
relying on PHC for help.

Over 80 PHC students have already vol-
unteered.

“People were doing shameless advertis-
ing for it,” freshman Timothy Hsu said. 
“I’ve always been politically illiterate and 
this seemed like a good chance to learn 
more.”

Junior Sarah Davis has already worked 
for the 2010 SAT’s in Tampa, Flo. Her team 
campaigned for the reelection of Governor 
Rick Scott and won.

Davis will be part of the SATs again this 
year.

Lorrig plans to deploy 17 or 18 teams 
this year in what he called “the closest of 
the close races.”

GenJ Prepares for SATs, Campaigns

Prospective Student Open House 
by Noelle Garnier

by Jae Wasson

A Patrick Henry College student-led SAT team in  Dumfries, Va., during last year’s election season. 
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In It Together:  When A Family Member ‘Comes Out’
by Elizabeth Stinnette

When junior Sarah Davis was little, her 
parents told her that her great aunt had a 
special friend. The lady seemed very nice—
Davis saw her with her great aunt at family 
gatherings.

“I thought it was normal for best friends 
to always hang out together,” Davis said. 
She didn’t grasp the truth until she was 15. 
Her Catholic, 60-something great aunt was 
a lesbian.

“To [my aunt], Jesus is just love with no 
law at all,” Davis said.

According to a 2011 study by the Wil-
liams Institute, four million homosexuals 
currently live in America. While that is 
only 1.7 percent of the population, gays 
and lesbians have made a huge impact on 
our culture.

PHC students tend to discuss homosex-
uality in relation to marriage amendments 
and as signs of a decaying culture. How-
ever, gays and lesbians cannot be painted 
with a single rainbow-colored brush. A 
sizeable minority of students has experi-
enced the complexity of the situation—
their relatives and friends are publicly or 
privately homosexual. Additionally, a few 
students have struggled with same-sex at-
traction themselves.

While all of these students acknowl-
edge that homosexuality is a sin, they real-
ize that they need to extend grace to their 
relatives and show them the light of the 
Gospel.

***
Sophomore Alyssa Foster enjoys close 

relationships with two of her three gay un-
cles. They came to her childhood birthday 
parties and baked Italian cookies together 

over the holidays.
“I love my homosexual relatives as much 

as [I do] my other relatives,” Foster said. “I 
just have a greater concern for their salva-
tion.”

Foster has discussed homosexuality 
with one of her uncles.

“Homosexuals are different from each 
other in many cases,” Foster said. “They all 
have different views on how society should 
view homosexuality.”

For example, one uncle does not believe 
that homosexual couples should adopt 
children. He thinks adoption confuses 
the children and makes them miss out on 
having both a father and a mother figure. 
“I didn’t expect a homosexual to concede 
that point,” Foster said.

Foster did not meet her third gay uncle 
until last summer because of his immoral 
lifestyle.

When Foster met her weak and aging 
uncle at her grandmother’s house, she felt 
really nervous. They talked about God and 
sin, but he made excuses for his past ac-
tions.

“You really can’t reconcile those two ap-
proaches,” Foster said.

While at PHC, Foster has sometimes 
gotten strange looks and awkward ques-
tions about her uncles, but she has used 
her understanding to witness to secular 
students at debate tournaments.

“[Other debaters] think we’re in some 
sort of bubble,” she said, “but if you can 
show them that you’re not as isolated as 
they think you are, they know you’re not 
speaking out of ignorance on the issue,” 
she said.

***
A male PHC student who requested an-

onymity realized four years ago that some-
one close to his family is gay. “Ivan” never 
had been athletic. During recess, he would 
sit at a table with the girls because the little 
boys made fun of him.

As he grew older, Ivan struggled with 
depression and suicidal thoughts.

“It was an incredibly difficult time in 
his life,” the student said. Meanwhile, cul-
tural pressures greatly tempted Ivan.

“Homosexuality is a real problem. It’s 
more than a feeling. It is a choice that is 
often made easier by environment and 
culture and the church,” the student said. 
“The gay community is really good at ac-
cepting people.”

But because Ivan was a Christian, he 
did not define himself by his same-sex in-
clinations.

“He’s defined by Christ’s sacrifice on 
the cross,” the student said.

Ivan has never acted on his leanings 
and is relying on the Gospel to give him 
answers for his daily struggle. Both he and 
the PHC student urge the church to be 
open to the issue and to understand the 
redeeming influence of the Gospel.

“Christians don’t realize the secret that 
they hold in the Gospel,” the student said. 
“If they knew how powerful that secret 
was, it would change the world.”

***
Two of junior Sarah Gutierrez’s uncles 

would hold a coloring contest when they 
came over every Christmas. They gathered 
the kids, sat down with some crayons, and 
saw who could color a picture best.
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“We always got along really well,” Guti-
errez said.

Last summer, however, Gutierrez’s 
mother told her that both of these uncles 
were gay. While one chastely wrestles with 
a same-sex attraction, the other lives with 
a man.

Gutierrez is the only one of her siblings 
who knows the truth about her uncles, and 
she is still adjusting to the fact.

“I’m still not really sure what to do with 
it,” she said. “I think the [same-sex] attrac-
tion is weird.”

Whenever they come to visit, Gutier-
rez’s uncles always stay in their mother’s 
house, even though Gutierrez’s house has 
more space.

Her parents do this because they don’t 
want to condone the uncles’ homosexual-
ity or open Gutierrez’s brothers to bad in-
fluences, she said.

Gutierrez has a great respect for her 
chaste uncle, who often struggles with de-
pression. “It’s important that Christians 
not be hasty to judge people who have the 
attraction and don’t act on it,” she said.

***
“Marie” (a PHC student who wished 

to remain anonymous) grew up in a fam-
ily with two unwritten rules: don’t marry 
another race, and don’t become gay. Of 
course, one cousin and an uncle were ru-
mored to be homosexual. The family gos-
siped about them behind their backs, but 
they still went over to “Uncle Johnny’s” 
beautifully decorated house for Christmas.

Marie thought little about homosexual-
ity until she was 15. Then, all at once, her 
world came crashing down around her.

Several close family members got can-
cer and either died or underwent person-
ality-changing chemotherapy. Her mother 
started work, and Marie herself dealt with 
physical problems that she wouldn’t tell 
anyone about.

“My life was such a jumbled-up mess 
with people getting cancer and dying,” Ma-
rie said.

Fear crept into her life. None of her 
friends could relate to her struggles.

All except her best friend “Donna.”
Donna always went to church in long 

sleeves, even when it was summer. Though 
her family was highly respected in the com-
munity, no one knew what happened at 
home: her mother, a local school teacher, 
beat Donna regularly.

While Marie was going through her 
troubles, Donna’s cousin “Trent,” the only 
person who loved Donna, died in a motor-
cycle accident.

Donna understood Marie, and they 
grew closer.

“I loved her and she loved me,” Marie 
said.

As Donna’s home situation grew worse, 
she and Marie hid their lesbian relation-
ship. It would last for the next several years.

“We went to a Baptist church where ev-
eryone was terrified of homosexuals,” Ma-
rie said. “The last place I wanted to be was 
surrounded by Christians.” But God had 
different plans for her.

Marie’s parents forced her to attend 
PHC; neither they nor anyone at school 
knew about her lesbian relationship at the 
time. Meanwhile, Marie dreamed of get-
ting a job at a law office so she could take 
Donna out of her abusive situation.

“Things were bad between me and 
Donna,” Marie said. “I felt like I had aban-
doned her.”

Marie didn’t realize how separated they 
had become until a high school quarter-
back took Donna out on a date, got her 
drunk, and raped her. Donna called Ma-
rie while she was working on her second 
Spinney paper. “There was nothing I could 
do about it,” Marie said. Both girls sobbed 
over the phone.

Donna became pregnant, but she lost 
the baby a couple of weeks later. She and 
Marie had always talked about having chil-
dren together and had even picked out 
names.

“I felt that I had lost my own child,” Ma-
rie said. They named the baby Jasper. He 
would have had blonde hair, blue eyes, and 
Donna’s smile.

The summer after Marie’s freshman 
year, Donna and Marie attended church. 
The pastor’s son spoke at a Sunday service 
the college students had organized. He 
used a Bible verse to prove that God hates 
people who have sex before marriage, wom-
en who have abortions, and homosexuals.

Donna left that service with a heart as 
hard as Pharaoh, Marie said.

Marie’s turning point came during her 
sophomore year when another student 
shared God’s love with her. “I just want you 
to know that I forgive you and Christ for-
gives you and I love you and he loves you, 
too,” the student told her. Bowled over by 

God’s love, Marie “gave up the dross and 
took the gold,” she said. She hopes to get 
married to a young man someday.

Meanwhile, Donna secretly gets drunk 
on the weekends and remains trapped in 
her parents’ house.

 “I think about this woman who I loved, 
who I was engaged to for five years …. I 
have to look at her and know she will go 
to hell because no one loved her enough 
to show Christ’s love for her. And it breaks 
my heart beyond all bearing,” Marie said.

Marie hates the church’s hypocrisy 
about homosexuals. “Get off your high 
horse and get to know people, because you 
have to know people to speak into their 
lives,” she said.

***
Jeffrey Thornhill, PHC’s Associate 

Dean for Men, has a homosexual relative 
in his extended family. Thornhill used to 
feel uncomfortable around homosexuals, 
but after ministering to a pastor’s gay son, 
he learned that homosexuals are simply 
people who struggle with sin.

“The word ‘gay’ is almost a marketing 
term covering just the opposite [reality],” 
Thornhill said. “The very things they are 
drawn to are the very things that prevent 
their healing.”

While the culture tells Christians that 
they must either embrace homosexuals or 
hate them, Thornhill believes in another 
approach. He remembers his former boss 
Chuck Colson said: “You must love any-
body who you wish to change.”

“Be a spiritual MapQuest for them,” 
Thornhill said. “Respond gently, hoping 
that God will grant them repentance.”

Thornhill encourages anyone involved 
with homosexuals to read others’ success 
stories. Students can check out books in 
Student Life or the library.

“Christians don’t real-
ize the secret that they 

hold in the Gospel. 
If they knew how pow-

erful that secret was, 
it would change the 

world.”
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Upperclassmen Tales of Papers, Tests, and Late Nights
by Aimee Stauf

Upperclassmen have tried everything from four cups of coffee 
a night to 79 hours without sleep to get through the semester. 
Their message resounds: don’t let it happen to you.

***
Just before the last three days of his spring semester sophomore 

year, J.C. Cartee had organized all of the information he needed 
for two 20-page papers and one Freedom’s paper. That Sunday 
night, however, Cartee realized he was out of time.

The first night, he stayed up and finished the first 20-page 
paper. By the next night, he fought harder to stay awake, mix-
ing short cold showers with spurts of push-ups while Dropkick 
Murphys blared in the cubes. On the third night, Cartee almost 
didn’t make it. If his roommate, Stephen Williams, had gone to 
sleep, Cartee probably would have as well. But Williams had his 
six pack of Red Bull, and Cartee decided he would pull through 
without caffeine.

He finished his third paper late that night, but his printer was 
out of ink. Cartee rushed into town, brought back ink, printed 
out his paper, and slept. Finally. After 79 hours.

“If I could do it again, I would have taken a B or an A- [on my 
papers] and felt better. Looking back, it was not a good idea.” 
“You’re better off to not do as well ... and be sane.”

***
Just before finals the spring of her freshman year, Chelsea 

Kolz woke up with a spider stuck in her leg. Well, that’s what she 
thought. That spider was actually a tick, courtesy of the woods by 
the soccer field where she had spent the previous afternoon.

A bad reaction to some prescriptions put Kolz in no condition 
to take her U.S. History II test that week. She explained the situ-
ation to Dr. Spinney, and he extended the deadline.

She went to Giant to fill another prescription. Because she was 
a new pharmacy customer, the clerk handed her a coupon for $17 
of free salmon. 

“What is a college student going to do with seventeen dollars 
worth of free salmon?” she said.

Kolz started studying, even skipping church the day before, 

only to fail the test. As a thank you for the extension, Kolz took 
her $17 of salmon, wrapped it up in a bow, and gave it to Dr. 
Spinney.

“I’m majorly into making memories out of little things, making 
everyday life adventurous.” she said.

***
Taylor Eckel stayed up all night to write her Western Civ. II pa-

per during finals her second semester on campus. She felt fine the 
next day and even played a game of pick-up soccer until curfew.

But Eckel still had a Journalism II final to study for. She re-
turned to her dorm and glanced through her notes before getting 
about five hours of sleep. Eckel, barely awake the next morning, 
grabbed a cushioned conference room chair for the test. “That 
was a bad idea. It was very comfy and I was very tired.”

Part way through the exam, Eckel remembers that she awoke 
to a half–written blue book essay with some scribbled notes about 
one of her roommates in the margins. 

“My first thought was, Oh my gosh! I just fell asleep during a 
test!” she said. “My second thought was, I wonder if Dr. Sillars 
noticed?”

***
Ashley Berry procrastinated on most of her freshman spring 

assignments until the last few weeks before finals. She only got 
one to three hours of sleep per night, and she relied on coffee at 
every meal. She would drink another cup of coffee at 9 p.m. so she 
could finish all the homework she had put off.

Within a week of going home after finals, Berry’s mother found 
her passed out on the kitchen floor. A heart condition, aggravated 
by stress and caffeine, now affects every aspect of Berry’s life. Her 
heart may stop or skip a beat without warning when she is under 
stress. She cannot stay up past 1 a.m. or drink any caffeine, even 
black tea, anymore.

“The important thing is that you’re learning, not that you’re 
getting an ‘A’ in Spinney,” she said. “A lot of people let their 
grades define them. The only thing that should define you is your 
relationship with Christ.”
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Every weekday, Gerry Serrano greets 
PHC students with a smile and a chipper 
“Good morning!” as they scan their IDs in 
the dining hall. Serrano smiles because she 
knows how God has answered her prayers.

“He just gave me trials in life just to 
make me see what’s in the future,” she 
said. “I’ve never been happier.”

Serrano moved to Scranton, Pa., from 
the Philippines in 2008 when she married 
her American husband. 

But in February 2010, her husband 
died. Her mom, still in the Philippines, 
passed away two months later.

Serrano found comfort through paint 
and canvas. Once, she painted a woman 
who seemed outwardly calm but  had tears  
in her eyes: Serrano painted herself.

Serrano worked three different jobs 
during that time. “You get to save; you get 
to survive,” she said. She worked “to forget 
everything, to keep myself busy.”

Several people came alongside Serrano 
to encourage her. They told her to “hang 
in there,” Serrano said. She painted them 
as an angel holding her.

Serrano eventually began praying “that 
I would find a very nice guy in my life,” she 
said. Even though she feared more sorrow, 
she joined an online dating site where she 

met her current boyfriend.
She moved to Lovettsville, 

Va., in May 2012 to be with him.
Serrano spent two months 

unemployed as she applied for 
local jobs. She  prayed for a low-
pressure job in a good environ-
ment.

In July, she decided to go to 
Harris Teeter on her way to ap-
ply for a job. There, she met two 
women who spoke her native 
language, Tagalog. They had ap-
plied for jobs at PHC and recom-
mended that 
she apply too.

Bon Appé-
tit hired her 
shortly after-
wards. She 
began work-
ing in the 
dining hall in 
August. 

“It was a 
blessing,” Ser-
rano said. 
“The people 
around me are the same as … in my prayer.”

Some students ask her, “Aren’t you tired 
of smiling every day?” No, Serrano said, 
she isn’t.

“A lot of my prayers have been an-
swered. I don’t give up,” she said. “Every 

single day I’m thankful.”
Before she even moved to Virginia, Ser-

rano painted herself dancing in a green 
meadow. Now that dream has come true.

Gerry Serrano: Thankful Living
by Courtney Crandell

The creed of the Muslim Brotherhood 
reads, “Allah is our objective; the Quran is 
our law; the Prophet is our leader; Jihad is 
our way; and death for the sake of Allah is 
the highest of our aspirations.”

Erick Stakelbeck, author of The Terrorist 
Next Door: How the Government is Deceiving 
You About the Islamist Threat, thinks the 
Brotherhood deserves our attention. He is 
speaking on campus next Friday, Oct. 26, 
in Nash Auditorium at 7 p.m.

Stakelbeck said that the situation in 
the Middle East remains heated. “We are 
entering perilous times,” Stakelbeck said. 
“War is coming, it’s not far off.”

Stakelbeck is a sought–after authority 
on terrorism and national–security issues. 

He covers the global war on terror, U.S. 
national security, the Middle East, and the 
growth of radical Islam for the Washing-
ton, D.C. bureau of CBN News. He’s the 
host of weekly CBN program Stakelbeck on 
Terror – the only show on American televi-
sion devoted solely to the Islamic terrorist 
threat and the Middle East. 

Right Wing Watch, a project of People 
for the American Way dedicated to moni-
toring and exposing the activities of the 
right-wing movement, says that Stakel-
beck mixes terrorism analysis with biblical 
prophecy. They believe Stakelbeck is an 
uneducated extremist.

When questioned about these accusa-
tions, Stakelbeck chuckled and responded 
that his first allegiance is to tell the truth 
as a Christian, even when it is not politi-

cally popular. Stakelbeck attempts to fol-
low Christ and “leaves the consequences 
to God,” he said.

In addition to discussing the political 
ramifications of radical Islam, Stakelbeck 
said that his presentation will include a 
discussion of his faith and his journey to 
becoming one of the most highly-respected 
writers on terrorism in the conservative 
movement.

His articles on Islamic extremism, glob-
al terrorism, and national security have 
appeared in Wall Street Journal Europe, The 
Weekly Standard, Washington Times, New 
York Post, Jerusalem Post, and National Re-
view Online, among other publications.

Stakelbeck said that he expects students 
to come prepared to engage in the issues 
surrounding the ever–changing situation 
in the Middle East.

Terrorism Expert Coming to PHC
by Kira Clark

Serrano’s painting of her dream for happiness. 

Gerry Serrano
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The wind blew against the Frisbee as 
it flew through the air at a steep angle. 
Nathan Blackhurst ran to catch the disk, 
but it flew over his head. Moments before 
the disk could touch the ground, Gregory 
Monk dove into the end zone and caught 
it. Josh Arnold met Monk in the end zone 
with a triumphant chest bump.

This was the second point that PHC 
won against Piedmont Virginia Communi-
ty College in their Ultimate Frisbee game 
last Saturday. PHC had just taken the lead 
in the game 2–1.

Although the PHC team pulled ahead 
of the PVCC team at first, PVCC won the 
game 15–9. “At the beginning, we were fo-
cused and working well together,” Arnold 
said. “We just started losing our execution 
later in the game.”

Despite the loss, PHC players were pleas-
antly surprised with their performance.

“All in all, it was a mixed bag of a game,” 
Jonathan Jero said. “We did much better as 

a team than I was expecting, but we still 
have a lot to work on.”

This was a big improvement on last 
year’s game between PHC and PVCC, 
when PHC lost 15–2.

Will Thetford thinks the PHC team’s 
main strength was enthusiasm and its 
main weakness lack of experience.

“We’ve been practicing two to three 
times a week for the past few weeks,” Thet-
ford said. “But the team we played against 
has been practicing and playing together 
for years.”

Blackhurst, along with Thetford and 
Jero, organized their Ultimate Frisbee 
team after Blackhurst got an email from 
Kyle Sherrill, a student at Piedmont Vir-
ginia Community College. “We asked the 
people that played Frisbee frequently, that 
would help our team, and that we thought 
would be interested,” Thetford said.

Although the PHC team is still infor-
mal, the team captains created a campus 
Frisbee club in order to make it easier to 
reserve the field. Growth is underway.

“Next semester we’re looking at finding 
a core of committed players who we can 
take to games and possibly a tournament,” 
Jero said. “In the long run I’d like to even-
tually see the club become more official 
and be an actual Patrick Henry sports 
team.”

All PHC students are eligible to join 
the team. “The club is not supposed to be 
super-elite,” Jero said. “We are very open 
to having new people. We need more com-
mitted to actually playing.”

The team captains hope that about 25 
people will join the club.

With reporting by Kathryn Blackhurst.

Frisbee Players Are Good Sports 
by Alyssa Foster 

The Lady Sentinels soccer team ended 
its season with a 0–4 loss to Frederick 
Community College on Saturday, bringing 
its final record to 2–8–1.

Although the Sentinels struggled to 
win games, they measured their success 
by more than just their win-loss ratio, and 
next year’s proposed schedule should help 
them earn more victories.

Sophie Linde, senior captain of the Sen-
tinels, said, “We were a team this season. 
We loved each other and played for each 
other.”

“[But] we need more people willing to 
commit,” she said. It’s difficult to execute a 
season with only 15 girls, Linde explained, 
especially when the Patrick Henry College 
athletic department asked them to have at 
least 14 players at each game.

Linde said the time commitment often 
hinders girls from trying out.

To remedy this problem, head coach 
John Regan is trying to shorten the season 
by about four games. According to Regan, 
the proposed schedule would last 10 weeks: 

two weeks of pre-season followed by eight 
weeks of games. The team would only play 
one game a week, probably on Saturday. 
Additionally, the team would not practice 
as many days during the week.

The shortened schedule would also al-
low players to rest, recover, and avoid inju-
ries caused by tired muscles. 

“You can’t play 12 games in six weeks...
somebody is going to get hurt,” Regan said.

The Sentinels remember this previous 
season with fondness despite difficulties 
on the field.

The Sentinels’ 8–0 loss to Southern Vir-
ginia University was the worst of the sea-
son. The Patrick Henry team brought 12 
players. One was slightly injured, and oth-
ers had zero soccer experience beyond the 
current season. Their opponenst brought 
30 players, many of whom had earned soc-
cer scholarships.

As the Sentinels stepped onto the turf, 
they knew their chances of winning were 
slim.

And yet, Linde said, she had more fun 
in that game than in any other game of the 

season. “We made up a little dance every 
time they scored,” Linde said, laughing. 
The Sentinels improved throughout the 
game, allowing SVU only one goal in the 
second half.

The team’s camaraderie, mentorship, 
and hard work impressed Regan. “There 
was never a time I felt like there was a nega-
tive environment,” he said.

Like his players, Regan’s fondest mem-
ory of the season was from a Sentinels de-
feat.

During a home game, Christendom led 
the Sentinels 2–0 in the final four minutes. 
Regan sent goalie Kim Kozak onto the 
field to give the Sentinels an advantage. 
This strategy, he said, rarely works, so he 
was delighted when another player crossed 
a ball into the box and Kozak scored. 

This season, Linde explained, the Lady 
Sentinels’ desire for a unified team was 
greater than their desire to win games. 

Hopefully, with their new schedule in 
place, they can do both in the years to 
come.

Lady Sentinels’ Season Ends on a Bittersweet Note 
by Jordan Sillars
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The Campaigns and Elections class 
reenacts real elections by pitting teams 
of students against each other, with the 
outcome decided by the quality of the stu-
dents’ homework. Competition is fierce, 
but students recreating a 2010 election this 
semester took their assignment so far that 
the real candidate threatened a lawsuit.

Mike Montoya (unofficially the “cam-
paign manager”), Andrew Mowry, Jason 
Montgomery, Josiah Moore, and Alex Pad-
ua created a Facebook page for their can-
didate, Wisconsin Republican Van Wang-
gaard. “We said, ‘Hey, it’d be really cool if 
we made a fake Facebook,” Montoya said. 
“Because we’d be on the up–and–up, we’re 
doing stuff that other people aren’t doing. 
We might get some points out of this.’”

The page included photographs of 
Mowry pretending to be the candidate 
and accurate biographical information of 
Wanggaard. For contact information, they 
published Montoya’s phone number. Mon-
toya even changed his voicemail to say “Hi, 
this is the office of Van Wanggaard.”

During one evening study session, Mon-

toya turned on his phone and found two 
voicemails. “It’s this really angry voice on 
the other end going ‘Hi, this is Van Wang-
gaard, and I’ve seen this Facebook page, 
and this is identity theft,’” Montoya said. 
Wanggaard threatened to take legal action 
unless the page was removed.

Convinced it was a fake, Montoya 
laughed.

Then he listened to the other voicemail. 
“It [was] pretty much a threat on me from 
the same voice, and there was some chatter 
in the background of people freaking out.” 
Though he was now convinced the call was 
real, Montoya did not believe that Wang-
gaard had a good legal case.

“If anything, we’re protected under par-
ody laws.” Montoya said.

Montoya took down the Facebook page. 
Wanggaard called Montoya back the next 
day, leaving him a message with his office 
phone number.

“So, I called him back, and at this point, 
I was like, ‘you know what? I’m going to 
kill this man with kindness,’” Montoya 
said. “He was totally caught off guard.”

After Montoya explained the circum-
stances surrounding the creation of the 

Facebook page, Wanggaard was much 
more conciliatory.

“He was on high alert, because he knew 
that he had lost due to potential voter 
fraud” in a previous election, Montoya ex-
plained. The former state senator is run-
ning again for the 2014 elections, and he 
was nervous about attacks from the op-
posite party. “I understood where he was 
coming from,” Montoya said. 

Before the conversation finished, Wang-
gaard gave Montoya his personal email and 
an invitation to contact him with any ques-
tions.

Montoya and Mowry hope that the en-
counter will lead to future internships.

While most Patrick Henry College stu-
dents will still be voting for Romney, many 
believe that Obama made a good showing 
during the debate on Tuesday.

Over 50 students flocked to the PHC 
student lounge for an evening of debate, 
food, and fellowship.

“Romney addressed the issues better 
than President Obama, but he didn’t nec-
essarily speak better,” freshman Mikayla 
Feil said. “It wasn’t a clear win, but I am 
biased toward Romney.”

PHC freshman Aaron Paine said the 
debate strengthened his belief in Romney. 
“Romney avoided fewer questions than 
President Obama,” Paine said. “His points 
were exhaustive and he didn’t redirect at-
tention.”

Freshman Aphrodite Sahinidis, on the 
other hand, was impressed at how Obama 
improved since the last debate. “Obama 

was able to speak eloquently and more po-
litely than Romney. The way Romney acts 
is just rude.”

During the debate, students laughed, 
commented, and applauded at the candi-
dates’ humor and responses.

After the hour and a half debate, stu-
dents took more time to evaluate the can-
didates’ arguments.

“I was really looking for goals that they 
would fulfill, and Obama showed ways 
that he had fulfilled his commitments,” 
Sahinidis said. “He appealed to the pathos, 
ethos, and logos of the listeners and was 
very genial.”

Similarly, other students found that 
Obama presented facts in a calm manner. 
“He responded well to opposition,” Feil 
said.

Some, like Paine, found Obama to be 
illogical.

Debate-watching events like this have 
been popular ever since the founding of 

the college.
College Republican Chairman Sarah 

Ellison helped arrange and promote this 
event. 

For the first presidential debate two 
weeks ago, the College Republicans invit-
ed the local Young Republicans group to 
the event. 

According to Ellison, the PHC students 
really enjoyed mingling with like–minded 
community members. “I’d like to see that 
happen more frequently in the future,” El-
lison said.

Several students who attended the event 
will also be participating with Generation 
Joshua’s upcoming Student Action Teams.

“I am so glad I went to the debate to-
night in light of the upcoming SAT,” said 
Feil, a future SAT leader. “I want to be edu-
cated and know what undecided voters are 
thinking. It’s part of my duty as an Ameri-
can citizen.”

Andrew Mowry poses as Van Wanggaard.

Campaigns and Elections Takes an Unexpected Turn
by Derringer Dick

PHC Students’ Opinions Split on Presidential Debate
by Alaina Gillogly
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On Tuesday night, Chaedon Laman 
resigned from the Student Senate. His an-
nouncement followed a three-week-long 
controversy which resulted in the land-
mark motion to impeach a student senator 
at Patrick Henry College.

“I’m resigning because I don’t want this 
to continue to be an issue the student body 
has to deal with. My hope is that with my 
resignation, the campus and all parties 
involved will be able to move on,” Laman 
said in his statement to the Senate. “In 
light of recent events, ranging from my in-
appropriate comments to Senator Lloyd to 
the recent articles of impeachment, I have 
decided that it would be right for me to 
resign, effective immediately.”

Articles of impeachment were filed at 
the Student Senate meeting on Oct. 11 
by Blake Meadows, who was also the pros-
ecutor in Laman’s impeachment. In the 
impeachment articles, Laman was charged 
with “harassment and gross violation” of 
college policy.

Senators set a new precedent by agree-
ing to vote on Laman’s impeachment pro-
ceedings by secret ballot. At the following 
senate meeting on Oct. 16, Laman volun-
tarily resigned.

The motion for impeachment was a 

reaction to an incident in the dining hall 
which occurred the Tuesday before Home-
coming. There, Laman and Senator Chris 
Lloyd had an angry verbal exchange.

Lloyd allegedly refused to allow Red 
Hill’s men to participate in the student-
alumni football game in hopes of keeping 
the dorm injury-free before the Pigskin 
Classic. Laman, who was responsible for 
organizing the student team, responded 
with verbal threats. Meadows argued that 
these threats were sufficient grounds for 
impeachment.

“There is no excuse for what happened. 
I apologize …. I wish that it could have 
avoided being a campus issue,” Laman 
said. “I wish that apologizing to them per-
sonally the day of the incident was enough, 
[but] I’m not going to try to justify it.”

Speaker of the Senate Ben Svendsen 
said, “What he did was an impeachable of-
fense, though we do have some discretion.”

Impeachment proceedings sparked 
some Facebook discussion. Alumnus Colin 
Black wrote in his status, “I’m concerned 
with how the community at PHC will re-
act to this event. Sometimes we think our 
highest calling is to follow God’s law. True, 
this is a high calling. But our main call-
ing is to follow God Himself. This requires 

that we humbly admit our own failures and 
show an overabundant level of love and 
forgiveness to our fellow citizens in God’s 
kingdom.”

Student Body President J.C. Cartee de-
clined to offer his personal opinion on the 
impeachment proceedings within a public 
forum, but he appealed to the Honor Code 
in a speech to the Student Senate.

“Based on what the Senate did last 
meeting, the bar has been raised for sena-
tors in their personal conduct,” he said. 
“We’ve now taken a step that means that 
senators have to live in the highest regard 
of the Honor Code and be completely 
above reproach.”

“The Honor Code includes things like 
going to chapel,” he added. “If you’re lis-
tening to music you shouldn’t be listening 
to ... accept the consequences.” 

Senator Chris Lloyd declined to com-
ment.

Senator Meadows refused to be inter-
viewed but released the following state-
ment: “I appreciate the Senate’s treatment 
of this matter and the due gravity with 
which each of the senators dealt with a dif-
ficult situation. I respect Chaedon for his 
decision to resign and I hope that this mat-
ter can be laid rest as quickly as possible.”

Student Senate Impeachment Ends With Resignation
by Hannah Farver

Letter from the Editor
Controversy is never pretty, especially when we live on a small campus. Some of our 

readers may wonder why we chose to run the Senate impeachment story, and some may 
wonder why we weren’t more explicit in the details regarding the proceeding or the per-
sonal conflict that preceded it.

That’s what reporters do, right? Provide more details in order to dispel rumors? News 
publications don’t make news; they publish it to dispel the rumors surrounding it.

But we chose not to reveal all of the facts in this situation because, regrettably, we 
didn’t find them worth repeating. We failed to see how, in this instance, a detailed report 
would bring either accountability or repentance. We suspect it would bring only further 
division. Officially, the Senate matter is over. We can only pray for personal reconcilia-
tion of the parties involved.

It’s been disappointing for all of us, but we’d like to remind the campus community 
not to be quick to judge either party. That’s not what we’re called as Christians to do, 
and it’s very easy to hang on to bitterness. Trust me, I’ve been there.

And no one is perfect. I daresay we’ve all broken the Honor Code—either in breaking 
dress code or skipping chapel during finals or midterms. Granted, it’s not necessarily 
the same thing, and sin isn’t justified because it is commonplace. But self-righteousness 
is unjustified.

Rather than judge the parties involved, let’s instead grow as a community in both 
charity and grace.

– Kate Speer
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KAYLA GRIESEMER

Midterms are hitting us like the Titanic against an iceberg, and 
we’re here to tell you: there is no way out. Unless you’re a woman 
or a child, but now you’re just destroying our analogy. Anyway, 
it’s easy to hibernate during this time and forget about your social 
life, so naturally we want to give you some tips to keep up the 
good social grades.

First, we’d like to stress the importance of a good social life if 
it’s slipped your mind. Think about it this way: other than your 
future bosses who have your financial life on the line, who’s going 
to be looking at your GPA? You got it, nobody. But EVERYONE 
will remember who the cool kids are, and it’s no secret that ca-
reers are about who you know rather than what you know. So put 
down those books and start putting effort into something that 
has actual worth, like popularity.

A good rule to follow during midterms is the 50-40-30 rule. 
This means that you should spend 50% of your time in practical 
social situations, 40% studying how to make your social life bet-
ter, and 30% of your time on school subjects, such as math. Any 
other balance could turn you into what we call a “nerd.” This is 
tragic. So while we must draw the line, we need a definite synthe-
sis between academics and fun. Is it any mystery that one of the 
most fun substances in the world is named after the philosopher 
Playdough? Chew on that (but not literally, because it could kill 
you).

There’s a lot to think about around this time, but keep on the 
right path! Remember, popularity is like Mitt Romney: the right 
choice. Academics can get in the way of that goal, but don’t let 
them take over. Otherwise, you will find yourself campaigning for 
a man ranting about hope and change. There, that similarity will 
be sufficient enough to scare you. Have a nice day.

WISDOM &  ELEPHANTS

As a debater, I love to analyze everything 
in order to find subtle distinctions for the 
sake of argument. I think that when God 
wrote His Word, He thought of me and my 
analytical mind, and He smiled. In fact, 
He probably laughed a bit at how much the 
dichotomies of the Kingdom baffle minds 
like mine. It is better to give than to receive. 
You must be the least to be the greatest. These 
distinctions don’t make sense. Yet the Au-
thor of these words wants to teach them 
to me. Here I hope to share just a few of 
those lessons.

When Jesus broke every chain of bond-
age, He did not leave us in the stagnant, 
neutral ground of freedom from sin. He 
called us to be slaves to righteousness. Je-
sus broke every chain when He died and 
was buried, but His work was not complete 
until He ascended to His Father. We are 
made free when we are saved, but we are 
called to grow continuously closer to the 
Father. The freedom Jesus gives is a free-
dom that compels. Our continual view of 
His face should cause our hunger to grow.

Many become discouraged at the 
thought of living a lifestyle of revival be-
cause they are afraid of burning out. But 

God never calls us to the impossible. For 
Him, such a thing does not exist. The an-
swer is another dichotomy. One of my fa-
vorite preachers put it well: he said that we 
answer the radical call of Christ with a life 
of simple devotion.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field, which a man 
found and hid; and for joy over it he goes 
and sells all that he has and buys that 
field.” (Matthew 13:44)

The man could not afford the treasure, 
but he could afford the field. We cannot 
afford our calling and the mantle that God 
wants to put on us, but we can afford daily 
time in His presence. If you own a field, 
you have to till it, plant it, weed it, water 
it, and harvest it. Sometimes it gets hard. 

Sometimes you get dirty. It is not always 
the most glamorous work.

People who have not seen the treasure 
will try to talk you out of buying the field. 
After all, no plot of dirt is worth your toil 
and everything you own. Indeed, without 
the treasure, the field looks ridiculous. But 
when we see the treasure, there is no oth-
er decision we can make. The dichotomy 
makes sense, and daily working the field 
becomes our greatest delight.

OPINION

“One of my favorite 
preachers...said that we 

answer the radical call 
of Christ with a life of 

simple devotion.”



“I should go blow dry my feet.”
Kate Speer

“I would cut you open and string your 
entrails across campus.”
Alyssa Walsh

“I learned swear words off of other 
people’s T-shirts in Wal-Mart.”
Danielle Builta

“Pentecostal Jedi? That wouldn’t 
work.”
Keaghan Kane

“Gotta love a woman who solves mari-
tal issues with chemical weapons.”
Josiah Duran
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Mystery Mastery: Fun For Friends
Six words. One category. Zero vowels.
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Hint: Ask J.C. Or Taylor.

Come back next week for the answer, and for an even more convoluted 
cryptographic conundrum!

Last week’s puzzle: CRS, MDDKWRHM   
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